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Word on the Street  
You Can Eat Your Food . . .  
. . . And Give it Away Too!  
 
Capitalism and altruism will collaborate in 
a genuine case of communities taking care of their own on Tuesday, November 11, 2008. Participating 
Triangle restaurants will donate 10% of their gross proceeds to help feed our hungry residents. 
Beneficiaries are Inter-faith Council for Social Service (Chapel Hill-Carrboro), The Food Bank of 
Central and Eastern North Carolina (Wake County), and locally, Urban Ministries of  
Durham’s Community Kitchen.  
 
The Rev. Julia Webb Bowden of Urban Ministries expects the event to garner about $15,000, which 
will help provide hungry Durham residents with 450-500 meals a day, served 3 times a day, 7 days a 
week, 365 days a year. Primarily involving local restaurants (versus chains), participation from first-
timers is up about 10% this year. Participating restaurants sport a brightly colored poster in their 
windows with the caption “Dine Out and Make a Difference.” The Landist News is proud of our 
distribution partners who support this life-changing endeavor: Elmo’s Diner, Rue Cler Cafe, and Toast 
Panioteca. 
 

Toast Panioteca owners Kelly and Billy Cotter have long worked for 
restaurants who took part in RSVVP and are excited to be participating on 
their own for the first time this year. Open only since February, they are 
committed to giving back to the Durham community, which has so warmly 
embraced their new endeavor.  
 
Toast is an authentic Italian sandwich shop located at 345 W. Main in the  

5-Points area. Learn more at toast-fivepoints.com or call 683-2183. 
 

 
Every restaurant where Rue Cler owner Chris Stinnett has worked in Durham for the past 15 years has 
participated in RSVVP. He continued that tradition of community service in both of his downtown 
restaurants, Rue Cler and Pops, because “It’s a good thing and the 
money supports a place that really needs it.”  
 
Rue Cler, 401 East Chapel Hill Street, offers affordable, classic French 

bistro cuisine. Learn more at rue.cler-durham.com or call 682-8844. 
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Supporting the community is nothing new at Elmo’s Diner, according to Assistant General Manager 
Mark Schueler. Their locations in Chapel Hill and Durham donate 10% of gross receipts from the first 
Tuesday of each month to the public schools. In Durham, that amounts to an average of about $600 for 

each of the 12 different schools who enroll annually for the program. 
Participating in RSVVP, as they have been doing for several years, is just 
another aspect of their community outreach.  
 

Enjoy Elmo’s comfort food in Durham at 776 Ninth Street.  

Learn more at elmosdiner.com, or call 416-3823. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rev. Bowden of the Community Kitchen reminds 
folks that as winter approaches, especially in this 
economy, the number of people needing services 
will swell. She urges, “If you have the resources 
to get out and eat on November 11, please do so 
as you will be feeding other people.” 
 
Urban Ministries of Durham provides food, 

clothing, shelter and supportive services to the 

people in our community who need help. Located 

at 410 Liberty Street, they gratefully accept 

donations of cash, goods and services, and 

volunteer hours.  Call 682-0538 or visit them on 

the web at umdurham.org. 

 

Learn more about RSVVP at rsvvp.org. 

 
 


