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From White Elephant to Luxury Loft 
 

“It was a pit when I bought it,” recalls Durham dentist Scott Donner of the space at 213 ½ West Main. 

“Vision was required to see what it could become.” 

 

And become it did. 

 

Dr. Donner, and his builder, Ramon Garcia (Construction Services 

Contractors of Chapel Hill, 929-9296) transformed the “pit” into a 

luxury loft apartment that could easily grace the pages of finer 

home and architecture magazines. They removed existing interior 

walls and added new ones, choosing to create a single large 

apartment in the 2000 square foot area, rather than two smaller 

ones.  The result is beautifully unique living quarters with all the 

modern comforts in a historic building in the heart of downtown Durham. “I like what they are doing 

in here,” says Dr. Donner, who is excited about the area’s potential, “And I want to help preserve it.”  

 

The wrought iron and glass door at sidewalk level yields to a long wooden staircase, where brightness 

beckons from the top.  Stepping into the foyer upstairs, you may need your sunglasses as light pours in 

through a skylight (with a pulley system to close the trap door!) and generous windows in the large 

open expanse of the living/kitchen/dining combination. Natural light is supplemented throughout by 

recessed lighting and fixtures that run the gamut from whimsical to classic.  

 

Original hard pine floors, rough-hewn beams, and 

round wooden support posts offer warm relief to crisp 

walls and whitewashed ceiling slats. This loft boasts 

three large bedrooms, two beautifully appointed 

bathrooms, a modern kitchen with retro touches, and 

lots of storage – including lockable units in the 

basement. The huge kitchen/dining/living area is 

flanked by two transom windows that dominate the 

front, and rustic brick on the side.  Other striking 

features include mile-high ceilings, a stained glass 

window from England, reclaimed doors and 

decorative mantles found at Peters Design Works, 619 

Foster Street, a circa late 19
th

 century safe on wheels, 

and interior room walls splashed with cozy colors.   
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The surprises are not finished.  What should be a spooky sojourn down the dreary back staircase is 

instead a glimpse into Dr. Donner’s artistic soul.  Vintage wooden support beams and brick and mortar 

peek out from behind peeling plaster in shocking pink, dotted with purple-petaled flowers and silver 

globes. Outside, potential is still the name of the game as Dr. Donner hopes to eventually create 

comfortable outdoor living space on the roof and patio, as well as build a deck.  

 

The building currently houses another apartment and Main 

Street Pharmacy. Since opening in 1898, multiple tenants have 

come and gone, including the original clothing store, offices, 

and a bar named “White Elephant.”  Happily, this lovingly 

restored gracious living space has outgrown that unfortunate 

moniker. 

To learn more about luxurious loft living a very reasonable 
$1,800 per month, contact Dr. Scott Donner at 919-451-0507. 
 
 
 


